
 

Arcadia Camelback Mountain Neighborhood Association 4340 E. Indian School Road, Suite 21-293, Phoenix, AZ 85018 

 

      
 

May 18, 2017 

 

Zoning Hearing Officer,  c/o Edward Keyser 

City of Phoenix, Planning and Development Department 

200 W. Washington Street, 2nd Floor  

Phoenix, Arizona 85003  

 

 

ZA-167-16, 4506 N Rubicon Ave - Arcadia Camelback Special Planning District 

 

Dear Sir or Madam 

On behalf of the ACMNA we do not object to any of the four variances being sought for 4506 N 

Rubicon Ave. 

The property’s initial variance posting caused quite a stir with Arcadia residents.  Requests for a 

tennis court in the front yard and a third story home were seen as detrimental to property values, 

views and aesthetics.  We received numerous questions about this as people could only see the raw 

original homestead, a dirt lot and construction fencing. 

ACMNA has since met with the builder, Sage Lentz and architect, Braden Santarcangelo.  We 

toured the property, climbed up to the existing third story of the original house, learned a bit about 

the history of the Nordon manor and the unique situation they have been presented with.  I will 

attempt to explain each of the variances and why we do not oppose them: 

Variance to allow a detached accessory structure used for sleeping or living purposes 13 feet 

in the side yard setback.  Minimum 20 ft. required. – These original buildings were constructed 

circa 1972.  The homeowner seeks to “legalize” an existing structure which we do not feel should 

be torn down to conform to today’s setback codes.  The lot to the north is owned by the same 

individual and therefore the neighbor most impacted does not oppose. 

Variance to allow a third story.  Maximum two stories allowed. – This home has existed for 45 

years with a large spacious attic.  The builder seeks to retain the original home, the original height 

and the original roof pitch.  To the passersby there will essentially be no changes to the existing 

structure where this third story is requested.  On the inside, the builder seeks to make this space 

more useable with a north facing window to capture the view of camelback and by finishing the 

space with drywall, electrical and air.  We feel this is a good use of the space created by the steep 

pitched roof and does not in any way change the appearance of this property from the street. 

Variance to allow an over height fence in the front yard setback (east) 6 feet in height.  

Maximum 40 inches allowed. – We have determined that special circumstances placed on this 

property should be considered a hardship for the applicant.  The home has TWO front yards and in 

the Arcadia Neighborhood we are hard pressed to find any homes that have this same situation.  It 

prevents the homeowner from enjoying the reasonable accommodations of a backyard that normal 
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Arcadia homeowners are afforded.  Our position for this item and the next one are based on the 

expectation that homeowners in general should have and be able to enjoy a backyard.  The plans for 

this new home have people and cars entering off 51
st
 Place.  This is the shortest side of the lot and 

thus we consider the western side to be the front of the home.  By default this would make the 

eastern lot line the backyard.  Backyards can have up to a 6 foot wall.  The builder has disclosed to 

us that this will not be an opaque block wall but rather and appealing wrought iron decorative fence 

with generous landscaping.  Based on this verbal commitment from Mr. Lentz and the Architect and 

ACMNA’s desire to not have this look like a compound, we request the Zoning Hearing Officer add 

the following stipulation should this request be approved; 

Stipulation to Item 3:  The fence and associated greenery landscaping along the eastern side 

(Rubicon Ave) shall be constructed so as to provide a minimum of fifty percent (50%) open 

visibility.  

Variance to allow an accessory structure (tennis court) in the front yard setback.  Accessory 

structures are not permitted in the required front yard setback. – Similar to the previous 

position, we believe that the east side should be viewed as the backyard.   Such a tennis court would 

be allowed under current zoning in one’s backyard. 

Thank you for considering our position on this matter. 

   

 

Sincerely 

 

Tristahn Schaub  

ACMNA Vice President 

Preservation Committee Chairman 
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