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November 5, 2017 
 
Zoning Hearing Officer,  c/o Edward Keyser 
City of Phoenix, Planning and Development Department 
200 W. Washington Street, 2nd Floor  
Phoenix, Arizona 85003  
 
 
Re:  ZA-475-17  6220 East Calle Camelia - Arcadia Camelback Special Planning District 
 

Dear Sir or Madam 

On behalf of the ACMNA we object to the variance being sought for 6220 East Calle Camelia. 

The property located at 6220 East Calle Camelia is currently a vacant home being sold for 
development purposes and is currently listed on the MLS as a property that can be customized to 
suit a potential buyer.  This is not uncommon right now within Arcadia where legacy ranch style 
homes are being scraped and rebuilt by developers wishing to turn a profit. 

Having visited and spoken with three of the neighbors adjacent to the property on Friday 11/3/17, I 
was startled to find that they had no idea what was taking place next door.  The sign on the property 
reads: 

“Variance 

1) To increase the lot coverage to 28%” 

This is an incomplete description of the variance and lacks both the allowable lot coverage of 25% 
and the fact that it will be a two story.  We find this to be insufficient and does not meet the proper 
yard notification requirements.  In addition, neither a single neighbor, nor ACMNA had received a 
letter by mail as required.  Attempts by Matteo Moric and me to speak to the owner and applicant 
have been unsuccessful.  Based on the lack of proper notification, ACMNA asks that at the very 
least this case be postponed to allow for proper notification procedures to be followed. 

On Friday 11/3 ACMNA requested and received the file for this variance from Matteo Moric, 
which did not include the mailing affidavit.  With the file printed and in hand I began contacting 
neighbors and providing them with the information.  This particular block is comprised of single 
story ranch homes with startling views of Camelback Mountain.  The most immediate objection 
came from the owner at 6223 Calle Camelia who lives to the south and objects to a two story home, 
let alone an oversized two story home impeding his view.  I could not contact the other neighbor 
directly to the south.  As far as neighbors to the sides, most could not provide any initial comments 
as they wanted to review the file with spouses, however they did weigh favorably on the idea of the 
home being remodeled. 



 

Arcadia Camelback Mountain Neighborhood Association 4340 E. Indian School Road, Suite 21-293, Phoenix, AZ 85018 

 

 

ACMNA objects to this variance based on the following findings: 

• The lot square footage is 13,987 which is a mere 13 square feet under R1-14 zoning size.  
This is probably the closest and most appropriate match we’ve ever seen, therefore no 
hardship on lot size relative to zoning. 

• The neighboring lots are equally tight to the zoning of R1-14 with an average deviation on 
either side of the street of only 397 square feet, therefore even less of a hardship. 

• The lot shapes are completely uniform on both sides of the street providing no unusual 
shape, therefore no hardship on lot shape. 

• The basic home layout is standard for all homes on the block with additions (permitted or 
not) throughout the years.  Essentially the uniformity of basic home shapes is even similar 
and therefore not a hardship based on the original late 50’s home layout. 

• The need to build a larger than allowed home is a development need.  This will essentially 
be a brand new home and therefore it’s completely self-imposed.  This is not necessary for 
the builder to enjoy reasonable and substantial property rights for a home he plans to sell. 

• The home had received a previous variance ZA-320-08-06 which allowed them to enclose 
the carport.  This was due to the pre-existence of a non-conforming guest house which 
consumed allowable percent lot coverage.  The previous variance allowed for 27.2% lot 
coverage to enclose the carport on a single story home.  This is still allowed on a single 
story and in fact can go up to 30% now.  This previous variance has no bearing whatsoever 
on the developer’s current request to maximize sellable square footage by building a new 
two story home on property. 

• Improper notification of neighbors and neighborhood association 

• The neighbor directly to the south whose Camelback Mountain views will be compromised 
objects. 

• ACMNA feels it will have a detrimental effect on the direct neighbors and the surrounding 
community.  It has negative effects on neighborhood density and fuels future homebuilders’ 
confidence to burden the zoning department with requests for increased lot coverages. 

It is my hope that you find this information of value in your decision on this case.   

Thank you for considering our position on this matter. 
 
Sincerely 
 
Tristahn Schaub  
ACMNA Vice President 
Preservation Committee Chairman 
 
www.acmna.org 


