
 

 

Arcadia Camelback Mountain Neighborhood Association 4340 E. Indian School Road, Suite 21-293, Phoenix, AZ 85018 
 

 
November 5, 2018 
 
Zoning Hearing Officer, c/o Edward Keyser 
City of Phoenix, Planning and Development Department 
200 W. Washington Street, 2nd Floor  
Phoenix, Arizona 85003  
 

Re:  ZA-525-18-6  4852 E Calle Ventura - Variance Request- Arcadia Camelback Special 
Planning District 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

On behalf of the ACMNA we object to the variance being sought for 4852 E Calle Ventura.  

The Applicant requests a variance to allow 31.5% lot coverage to resolve a self-imposed hardship without 
providing a valid argument that it is the unique land, building, or use that creates the hardship.  

The applicant has provided no substantiating argument that would validate the four criteria for 
approving a variance for excessive lot coverage: 

• There are no special circumstances or conditions that apply to this parcel that are different than 
other homes on the street.  A driveway orientation has no bearing on lot coverage, and the desire 
to add a three-car garage, storage spaces, and an office is not constrained by “the land, building, 
or use.” It is a self-imposed preference. 

• The claimed hardship derives solely from the applicant’s desire to expand the lot coverage 
beyond the 30% coverage limit. The site allows many solutions within the 30% coverage limit. 

• Enforcement of the 30% coverage limit does not prevent the applicant from enlarging the home 
and reorienting the driveway. It does require additional planning by the homeowner and the 
architect working within the zoning ordinance.  

• The requirement for less than 30% lot coverage has preserved the appearance and character of the 
Arcadia neighborhood for many years, and it should be allowed to continue doing so.  

To the extent that special conditions are claimed in the application, they represent self imposed hardships 
that provide no validation by which to grant the requested variance for excessive lot coverage. 

It is my hope that you find this information of value in your decision on this case.  Thank you for 
considering our position on this matter. 

 
Sincerely 
 
 
James F. Carland 
ACMNA Board Member 
Preservation Committee Member 


