
ZA-491-17-6,   5518, 5519, 5528 and 5529 East Calle Tuberia  

 

October 7, 2017 
 

Palm Circle Estates HOA hereby requests a variance for front yard wall height, from the 
permissible 40-inch height to a maximum height of eight feet six inches above existing grade. This 
variance is needed to create a gated community. The vast majority of the wall and columns would 
be a maxim um of six feet six inches above existing grade. Since the street level is lower than the 
lot level by about six inches, the columns in the street could reach seven feet in height.   The two 
columns framing the gate will have lights on top of the pier caps, thereby reaching a maximum 
height of eight feet six inches above existing grade. Additionally, the 24-foot split gate will arch 
from the columns toward the center point but will not exceed eight feet six inches in height. Please 
see rendering and site plan for additional clarification. 

 
Palm Circle Estates HOA believes that the four criteria required for a variance to be approved are 
met as shown below: 
 

Must be special circumstances or conditions that do not apply to other similar properties in the 
same zoning district. 

Response: The HOA requests a fencing height variance in order to provide 
physical separation between two 10-person group homes and the   remaining 
homes on the cul-de-sac. It is a highly unusual circumstance to have group 
homes this size across the street from each other. Other similar properties in 
the same zoning district have nowhere near this saturation   level of group 
homes to single family residences. 

 

 

The special circumstances were not created by the owners. 
Response: These circumstances were created by the City of Phoenix during a 
recent 18-mont h period when the group home spacing requirements   were 
suspended and unenforced. 

 

The authorization is needed for the owners to enjoy reasonable and substantial property 
rights. 

Response: With twenty new residents, their visitors, nurses, vendors and 
support staff frequenting the front two homes of the cul-de-sac, a physical 
barrier is necessary to minimize traffic, parking, and noise from impacting the 
remaining four families' quality of life. Furthermore, by gating the remaining 
residences, the decrease in property values will be mitigated somewhat. The 
decrease is due to having 33% of the homes on the cul-de-sac non-owner-
occupied businesses. 

 
 

The authorization of the variance will not be detrimental to others residing in the community. 

Response: The variance will create a visually pleasing gated community that will 
tie in with the existing Arcadia architecture and allow two homes for twenty 
seniors desiring to live in the area. 

 


