
 
 

 
 
 
Call to Order and Roll Call:  Meeting was called to order at 5:33pm 
 
Board Members in Attendance:  Craig Steblay, Karen Magnoni, Jerry Eisen, Tom Thomas, Joan 
Warne, Craig DeMarco, Brian Flader, Jerry McKenna, Hillary Gurley, Sally Geyer, Courtney Sucato, 
Jody Moman, Patti Dietz, Dr. Marvin Borsand, Brennan Giggy, Karen Beckvar 
 
Absent:  Paul Roshka, John Stofko, Marilyn Schmidlin, Kali Dobry, Tristahn Schaub 
 
Neighbors and Guests in Attendance:  Darren Sucato, Dan Colton, Anita Herrick, Rick Spiegel, 
Richard Rea, Anita Herrick 
 
Block Watch: 
Officer Carro was unable to attend the meeting.   Tom Thomas and Craig Steblay applied for a 
$10,000 Block Watch Grant. We will have $1,100 in grant for GAIN event.  Other items the grant 
will be applied towards are the website, insurance, newsletter 
 
Board Meeting Minute Approval: 
Jody Moman questioned a section in the minutes from last month where it is stated that ACMNA 
has not approved variances on lot coverage.  It was agreed the minutes were correct in stating 
that was what was said.  
Jerry McKenna made motion to approve minutes. Second by Jerry Eisen.  Approved by all.  
 
Treasurer’s Report: 
Treasurer’s report was passed around to those present. The mailer for donations cost $1,300 and 
we have received $7,100 so far in donations not including those donations made online. We 
spent $98 in flowers to our attorney.  
 
Treasurer’s Report Approval: 
Courtney Sucato made a motion to approve the treasurer’s report. Second by Jerry Eisen.  
Approved by all.  
 
Events: 
Brian Flader is preparing for annual meeting. We need to make sure speakers are aligned with 
neighborhood issues. Karen Beckvar suggested we need to make sure we invite Kelli Butler.  We 
need to make sure we have representatives invited from democratic side not just the republican 
representatives.  Kelli could talk about education. Courtney will provide Brian with contacts for 
Kelli. Craig would like someone to speak on safety. It is suggested that we reach out to Anthony 
Vazquez.  Courtney suggested that the person who takes Officer Carro’s position speak. 
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Preservation 
 
56th Street Update: 
Update provided by Hillary Gurley- They city has selected a design firm for the project, but they 
will not be under contract until mid-January. This firm will use the complete streets program. 
The delay on the contract was due to the fact that MAG had to go through another approval as 
there were additional funds added to the project. This designer firm worked on the 11th street 
project in the Historic Garfield District. The firm understands the importance and necessity of 
getting stakeholders involved and keeping neighborhood informed.  
 
Variances: 
The variance for the fence/gate by the surrounding neighbors of the group homes was approved. 
Brennan Giggy’s variance for back wall has been delayed. 
6220 E Calle Camelia variance was postponed until the 28th. That’s another one we sent a letter 
of opposition to due to a 2-story request over 25%. 
Our preservation board is appealing the Ord variance approval.  Variance Opposition letter was 
passed around.  
It is important to oppose all variances that do not have special circumstances.  Within 2 blocks 
there are 2 dozen lots that are smaller in size. If this is approved, it will set a precedent for the 
neighborhood.  There is not consistency in variances being approved. Appeal will go before the 
Board of Adjustment in January. 
Jerry McKenna made a motion to approve the Resolution [attached] for variance opposition for 
the Ord residence.  Second by Patti Dietz. Dr. Marvin Borsand, Hillary Gurley and Courtney 
Sucato abstained from the vote.  Craig DeMarco opposed.  Motion passed.  
Rick Spiegel reminded group that we are following the law and the resolutions make it known 
we are sticking to the law. It is not personal. 
There was an accommodation made to allow for lot coverage of 30% if a one story as it used to 
be 25%. It went to 30% to encourage builders to keep homes under 20 feet. Now variances are 
being requested for 30% on two stories.  
We have only opposed 4 variances out of a dozen. 8 we have let known we did not oppose. 
 
 
Non-Agenda Items 
[Craig Demarco left the meeting at approximately 6:15] 
 
Eucalyptus trees on the east side of Arcadia Drive: 
Dan Colton presented on the disputed trees on the east side of Arcadia Drive. Presentation notes 
were passed around and are attached. This was an information only item and will be discussed 
on a future agenda. 
 
It was requested that Hopi be added to the agenda and an item to be presented by guest Anita 
Herrick. 
 
Camelback Mountain: 
Anita Herrick spoke on behalf of the Phoenix Mountain Preserve Council. There is a discussion on 
considering making Camelback Mountain part of the preserve. Flora and Fauna would be 
protected, and unincorporated bits of land would be acquired by the city.  It was decided we 
would put this item on a future agenda.  
 
Hopi School: 
Rick Spiegel began Hopi discussion by stating that he has had 3 kids go through Hopi and that it 
is an important part of our neighborhood. 



There was a special ACMNA Board meeting regarding Hopi held on a Tuesday night [September 
19th] that many board members could not attend and therefore there was not a quorum to make 
a decision on the board’s stance on the Hopi rebuild. Rick mentioned that Tristahn stated some 
people are concerned about the rebuild and others are not. Rick is curious why ACMNA would 
not stop this rebuild process. He feels there is a lot of “smelly” stuff going on.  
Courtney Sucato brought all the information to the Board about how SUSD has never shown any 
legal documentation. 2 people from the bond oversight committee were let go allegedly for 
asking questions. Dr. Marvin Borsand sees there is a lot of dispute over this. He wonders why 
there are not solar panels. Joan Warne is interested in maintaining the feel of Arcadia and the 
current plan has many things wrong with it. Rick feels superintendent has been insulting. 
Schoolteachers are unhappy. It is an important issue for our neighborhood.  
Craig Steblay mentioned there are two sides to the story.  It was mentioned that schools are 
exempt from zoning regulations. Joan Warne feels that traffic set up is a poor way of doing it. It 
was mentioned that enough people are upset about this rebuild and ACMNA used to stand up for 
the neighborhood. Patti Dietz mentioned that 2 dozen teachers showed up to the committee 
meeting and said they are in favor of the latest new design. 
 
Karen Beckvar made a motion to formally protest to the process that was used to design the Hopi 
rebuild. Second by Tom Thomas. Patti Dietz abstained from the vote. Craig DeMarco was absent 
from vote. Motion passes. 
 
Board would like to see the process stop and then restart with community input.  
 
Dr. Marvin Borsand made a motion to have our attorney write and send a letter to SUSD and 
their lawyers stating “stop any construction until SUSD can come back to neighborhood to re-
present particularly in light of reported ongoing investigation.” 
Second by Joan Warne. Patti Dietz abstained from vote. Craig DeMarco was absent for vote.  
Motion passes. 
 
Next Meeting: Thursday, January 4th at 5:30pm at Prince of Peace 
 
Adjournment: Meeting was adjourned at 6:45pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
RESOLUTIONS 

OF 
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

OF 
ARCADIA/CAMELBACK MOUNTAIN NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 

 
The following resolutions were adopted and approved at a meeting of the Arcadia/Camelback Mountain Neighborhood 
Association (“ACMNA”), by at least a majority of the members of the Board of Directors (the “Board”) of ACMNA.  

VARIANCE OPPOSITION, 6227 E. CALLE DEL NORTE, PHOENIX 

WHEREAS, variance request ZA-458-17-6 was approved by a zoning administrator for a thirty-two percent (32%) increase 
over the existing limits of Phoenix Zoning Ordinance Section 606.B.5 for the subject property; 
 
WHEREAS, variance request ZA-458-17-6 was approved by a zoning administrator for a thirty-six percent (36%) reduction 
of the front yard setback standards of Phoenix Zoning Ordinance Section 606.B.2; 
 
WHEREAS, the Board’s Preservation Committee has determined that there are no special circumstances or hardships 
regarding the size and shape of the subject property that do not exist with respect to many other lots within the same zoning 
district, so that applicant did not prove the subject lot is unique; and   
 
WHEREAS, the ACMNA Board has determined that the approval of variance request ZA-458-17-6 is detrimental to the 
surrounding neighborhood in Arcadia as well as the standards of Phoenix Zoning Ordinance. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board hereby formally opposes variance request ZA-458-17-6 for the 
significant increase in lot coverage and reduction in setback on the grounds that applicant failed to prove special 
circumstances or hardship; 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the President, Vice-President or any other Board member delegated by the President or Vice-
President, is hereby delegated the full power and authority of the Board to file an appeal, write letters, sign documents, 
retain legal counsel, incur reasonable costs and fees, and take all other actions with respect to carrying out the foregoing 
resolution to oppose request ZA-458-17-6; and 
 
RESOLVED FURTHER, that the officers and directors of ACMNA be, and each of them hereby is, authorized and 
empowered to take all such further action and to execute and deliver all such further agreements, documents, certificates 
and other instruments in the name and on behalf of the ACMNA, and to take all action as such officers or directors may 
deem necessary or advisable in order to fully carry out and perform any and all matters authorized in the foregoing 
resolutions, and such execution and delivery of such agreements, documents, certificates and other instruments and such 
other actions shall be deemed to be, and they hereby are, adopted and approved; and 
 
RESOLVED FURTHER, that any and all actions of the officers and directors of ACMNA with respect to the matters set 
forth in these resolutions which occurred prior to the date hereof are hereby ratified, confirmed and approved. 
 

Once approved, these resolutions will be signed and dated by the Secretary of ACMNA and filed with the corporate minutes 
of ACMNA. 

 

____________________________________________ 
Secretary 
_________________________ 
Date  


