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ACMNA BOARD 
MEETINGS 

The Association Board of 
Directors meet at 5:30 PM 

on the first Thursday of 
the month (Except July 

and August) at Prince of 
Peace, Room 14. 

These meetings are open 
to the public and Arcadia 
residents are encouraged 
to attend.  Agendas are 
posted 5 days prior to 

meetings at: 

www.acmna.org/agendas 

Camel Square Redevelopment 
Multi-use project could impact traffic and views 

It was almost 8 years ago that Arcadia and our neighbors to the west were in turmoil over 

the re-development plans for the 16+ acre Camel Square site on the north-west corner of 44th 

and Camelback Road.  At the time, a developer was proposing a huge project four times the 

size of the existing. City Council approved the developer’s request for the new zoning in De-

cember of 2010, increasing building heights to 56 feet (about the height of the London Center 

on the south corner). But most devastating to the neighborhood was that they increased the 

allowable square footage of the entire development site from 300,000 square feet to almost 1.2 

million sq. ft. (Note: Scottsdale Fashion Square is about 2 million sq. ft.) 

At the time, everyone was aware that economic conditions for new development were very 

bad and the real intent of the new zoning was to allow significantly more entitlements; 

thereby substantially increasing the owner’s property value. Since then things have changed. 

Economic conditions have turned into a boon market for property along Camelback Road as 

evidenced by all the new, bigger and taller construction projects east of 28th Street. 

Last month The ACMNA learned that RED Development, a major Phoenix developer, has 

secured the property rights for Camel Square and is making plans to take advantage of the of 

unused building entitlements, which could be as much as an additional 900,000 square feet. 

We have had limited discussions with the management at RED Development and so far, 

nothing is firm as to how high and how big they intend to build. The downside for Arcadia is 

if they build to the maximum that is currently allowed, we will see substantial increases in 

traffic congestion. Also, views of Camelback Mountain could be severely impaired. 

But there is also an upside. The developer wants to propose a new luxury hotel which will 

require changes to the existing zoning and entitlements. This would allow a possibility for 

the city and the neighborhood to negotiate scaling back the intensity for the entire 

site.  Another positive is that RED Development is proven to be a valuable community part-

ner with their projects such as Camelback Colonnade (632,000 Sq. Ft.), The Shops at Town & 

Country (344,000 square feet), and the new CityScape downtown. 

For the time being, the Arcadia neighborhood will just have to be patient for the developer to 

further the planning process. The ACMNA will continue to stay in touch with the RED De-

velopment team, Councilman DiCiccio and the Phoenix Planning Department. 

http://www.acmna.org/agendas-minutes/
http://www.reddevelopment.com/


Group Homes. Two words that stir a lot of emotions among 
Arcadia residents. The issue came to a boiling point in April 
2017, when two group homes were under construction at the 
corner of Calle Tuberia and 56th Street. These houses, directly 
across the street from one another on a small, 6-home cul-de-
sac, were originally 4 bedroom, 3 bath houses. Neighbors 
learned they were being turned into 10-bed Senior Assisted Liv-
ing homes. 

Fast-forward to Spring 2018. Residents of Camelback Sierra dis-
covered a group home was being planned for the property at 
4602 E. Camelback Road. Questions have been raised about 
other properties, too, most notably the home at the corner of 
Calle del Paisano and 56th Street. That owner, however, was not 
planning a group home. 

Arcadia is not the only neighborhood seeing an increase in 
group home development. As of May 1, the Arizona Depart-
ment of Health Services database listed 2,341 licensed residential 
facilities with capacities of 10 or fewer occupants; 1,720 in Mari-
copa County. All across the country, single-family houses are 
being repurposed into group homes. 

When neighbors first learn about a nearby group home, they 
typically have a lot of questions, the first one being, “how is this 
allowed in a single-family neighborhood?” The fact is that group 
homes of up to 10 individuals may locate in just about any 
neighborhood and do not require a change in zoning. Regardless 
of how they are perceived by neighbors, the courts consider 
group homes to be just that: Homes, not businesses. 

Learn more about group home requirements by reading Group 
Home Q & A on our website. 

Here is an update on each of the situations in Arcadia: 

Calle Tuberia 
The first home opened in October 2017, and the second fol-
lowed in December. The homes have been beautifully renovated 
and the neighbors report no issues with noise or disturbances 
from the group home residents. However, they have noticed a 
huge increase in traffic and parking on their street. 

The backstory on this issue is that two homes should not have 
been permitted directly across the street from each other. Group 
homes with a capacity of 6 or more are typically subject to a 
spacing requirement, stipulating that they be at least a quarter-
mile apart. Due to concerns raised by the Department of Justice, 
The City of Phoenix stopped enforcing spacing requirements in 
the summer of 2015. These two homes, purchased by the same 
developer, were given permits in December 2016.  

The homeowners of the other 4 properties felt that their rights 
had been violated. They consulted an attorney. After reviewing 
their options, they chose to negotiate with the developer and are 
now in the process of becoming a gated community. Construc-
tion is currently underway on fencing and a gate system that will 
keep the street in front of their homes free of traffic and park-
ing. The developer is committed to being a good neighbor, and 
is supporting the project. 

46th Street and Camelback 
The property at 4602 E Camelback Road sold in March 2018, to 
the same developer who built the group homes on Calle Tuberia. 
He submitted a variance request which would reduce setback on 
the 46th St side of the property and raise the allowable wall 

height. The ACMNA submit-
ted a written objection to the 
variance; the developer with-
drew it on May 15th. This 
does not mean he is giving up 
on converting the property, 
but only that he is changing 
his building plans. 

Neighbors in the immediate 
area are opposed to having a 
group home in their subdivi-
sion. There may be other 
group homes currently operat-
ing within a ¼ mile radius, 
which could be grounds to 
deny the registration. How-
ever, because this property is 
on a major thoroughfare a 
case could be made to waive 
the spacing requirement. 
Neighbors are also citing deed 
restrictions that forbid the operation of any business, including 
those for the care and treatment of sick or disabled individuals. 
But as seen in other cases, ADA protections may preclude the 
deed restrictions. The ACMNA will continue to monitor this case 
and offer assistance if possible. 

Arcadia is a desirable area and group home operators will con-
tinue to target older houses on large lots. Though ACMNA can 
not stop a group home from opening, we will oppose variances 
on properties that are asking to go beyond reasonable lot cover-
age. We will also work to ensure separation requirements are en-
forced in order to prevent clustering. 

Group Homes in Arcadia An Update 

https://www.acmna.org/group-homes/
https://www.acmna.org/group-homes/


23rd Annual Arcadia 4th of July Parade 

Everyone is WELCOME to celebrate! 

Wednesday, July 4th 

Registration: 7:30 AM (It's free!) 

Parade Starts: 8:00 AM 

Corner of Jokake and Calle Tuberia 

PARADE & POT-LUCK BREAKFAST 

Bring your pets, decorated bikes, wagons, skateboards,  

strollers, antique cars, or anything else you can think of  

to help celebrate Independence Day! 

According to Scott 

Covey, Park Supervisor 

from the City of Phoenix 

Parks Department, Natu-

ral Resource Division, 

Camelback and Phoenix 

Mountains Preserve trails 

see up to 9,000 hikers per 

week in the height of our 

Spring tourism sea-

son.  While we are proud 

to have these great trails so close to our neighborhood, all of 

this traffic is taking its toll on Arcadia’s beautiful landmark, 

Camelback Mountain.   

The mountain is currently designated as a PARK by the City of 

Phoenix and there is a movement underway to change the 

status to PRESERVE, which would offer a greater level of pro-

tection for the trails and the 75.8 acres within its boundaries. 

The level of the protection would be equal to that of Phoenix 

Mountains Preserve and South Mountain Preserve.  Parks and 

preserves are supported by Phoenix Parks and Preserve Initia-

tive (3PI). The initiative sets aside one cent of sales tax for every 

$10 of purchases to improve and renovate existing parks, and to 

expand and improve the city's desert preserve system. Sixty per-

cent of initiative proceeds are dedicated to improvements and 

renovation of city parks and acquisition of land for future city 

parks; 40 percent is dedicated to land acquisition and develop-

ment of the city's desert preserves including trails, trailheads 

and signage. If the designation change is successful, Camelback 

Mountain will be only able to utilize 40% of the 3PI funding as 

a preserve, but the value of funding dedicated to Camelback will 

be greater, given the fewer number of preserves in Phoenix. 

Leading the designation change is the Phoenix Mountains  

Preservation Council, a grass-roots movement that began in the 

1970s and was instrumental in creating the Phoenix Mountains 

Preserve.  Since then, the council has been the vanguard of 

every effort made to preserve the mountains within the bounda-

ries of Phoenix. A representative from the group recently  

attended an ACMNA Board meeting to ask for our support in 

the designation change. The board unanimously endorsed the 

change and has prepared a letter of support for the Phoenix 

Parks and Recreation Department.  

ACMNA feels this will add additional needed protection and 

preservation of the top portion of Camelback Mountain and 

support the current trail systems that exists on the Echo Can-

yon Trail and the Cholla Trail.   

Loving the Mountain 
to Death 
ACMNA Supports the Redesignation of 
Camelback Mountain 

Summer Safety Tips 

 

Jared Sherman, our Community Action Officer, recently 
shared a list of safety tips on Nextdoor Arcadia.  

Here is some of his advice: 

 Never leave pets or children in a car, even for a short 
time. 

 When buckling children into carseats, check to ensure 
they won’t be burned by metal clasps. 

 Be safe around water. Always watch children carefully. 
Even good swimmers need to be supervised. 

 Your pool fence should have a child-safe latch. If your 
pool is unfenced, make sure all doors are kept locked 
when children are visiting. 

 Don’t overlook pet doors as an access point to your 
pools. Secure them so small children can’t climb through. 

 Keep pets inside during the day. If they must be outside, 
ensure they have shade and plenty of water. Never chain 
an animal in a way that restricts its access to water, food 
or shade. 

 Pets respond to heat differently than humans. Dogs for 
instance, sweat primarily through their feet. And fans 
don't cool off pets as effectively as they do people. Make 
sure  pets have plenty of shade and cool water, which will 
help regulate their bodies from the inside. 

HAVE A SAFE SUMMER! 
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

MEETING 

Wed, June 20th, 7pm 

Prince of Peace Church 
NE Corner of Indian School & 56th Street 

Classrooms located on the SW corner of the campus  

The SAVES and Connects 56th St Group is pleased to  

announce the start of a major street upgrade for  

56th St between Camelback and Thomas.   
 

We want this project to be owned and shaped  

by the community. 
 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH MEETING #1 

Wednesday, June 20th, 7 PM, Prince of Peace Church 

Goal of Meeting #1 

Share initial scope of project,  known issues and examples 

of solutions; collect stakeholder feedback 
 

Additional Meeting Dates 

Wed, July 18 (tentative): more defined plans with feed-

back from meeting #1, prioritization of investments 

Wed, Sep 19 (tentative): Final draft proposal takes shape, 

more feedback and suggestions to fine-tune. 
 

For more information, 

visit the 56th Street Blog on the ACMNA Website  

www.acmna.org 


